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THE  NORTHSTAR  STRAWBERRY 

By  Geoege  M.  Dabkow,  senior  pomologist,  Division  of  Fruit  and  Vegetable  Crops 
and  Diseases,  Bureau  of  Plant  Industry 


The  Northstar  strawberry  (U.  S.  D.  A.  No.  1425)  is  being  intro- 
duced as  a  second-early,  firm,  commercial  and  home-garden  variety  of 
high  quality  and  of 
above-average  beauty 
(fig.  1).  It  is  recom- 
mended for  trial  from 
Virginia  to  Oklahoma 
and  northward.  It  has 
been  promising  in  trials 
as  far  north  as  Am- 
herst, Mass.,  and  Ge- 
neva, N.  Y. 

ORIGIN    AND    DESCRIP- 
TION 

Northstar  originated 
as  a  cross  of  Howard 
17  X  Eedheart  made  in 
1928  at  the  United 
States  Plant  Introduc- 
tion Garden,  Glenn 
Dale,  Md.  It  was 
among  the  seedlings  se- 
lected as  worthy  of 
propagation  in  1930, 
ancl  has  been  tested 
rather  widely  since  and 
has  been  well  liked.  Its 
yield  of  large,  medium- 
early,  tart,  firm  berries 
of  high  dessert  quality 


Figure  1. — Tlie  Northstar  strawberry;  a  second- 
early,  firm,  commercial  and  home-garden  variety 
of  large  size  and  high  quality,  but  somewhat 
more  tart  than  the  Dorsett.  It  forms  relatively 
few  but  very  large  runner  plants,  which  makes 
it  very  easy  to  space  and  to  produce  fancy 
berries. 


has  been  outstanding.  Because  the  Northstar  makes  a  thin  matted 
row  and  very  large  plants,  it  is  easier  to  raise  fancy  berries  of  this 
than  of  some  other  varieties. 

The  plants  produce  relatively  fewer  runners  than  many  varieties, 
and  this  makes  it  easy  to  form  a  spaced  bed.  The  plants  are  above 
average  in  size  and  produce  large  berries.  The  leaves  are  large, 
deeply  serrated,  and,  to  date,  have  been  free  from  spot  and  scorch  in 
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Maryland.  The  flowers  contain  an  abundance  of  pollen.  Usually 
they  set  well;  and,  because  they  are  protected  by  the  leaves,  are  not 
readily  frosted.  Because  of  the  limited  plant  production  and  the 
protected  flowers,  the  Northstar  is  recommended  for  the  more  fertile 
and  moist  soils  and  for  locations  where  the  Dorsett  may  be  frosted. 

The  berries  average  about  as  large  as  those  of  Dorsett  and  Fairfax. 
In  one  test  in  which  Dorsett  averaged  56  berries  to  the  quart.  North- 
star  averaged  54.  Northstar  berries  are  blunt-conic  or  wedge-shaped, 
sometimes  flattened  at  the  end,  but  with  a  tendency  to  be  oval.  The 
seeds  are  small,  yellow,  and  about  even  with  the  surface  or  slightly 
raised.  The  calyx  is  medium  in  size  and  sometimes  reflexed,  some- 
times not.  The  skin  is  glossy  and  a  light  to  medium  red,  nearly  the 
color  of  Blakemore  and  lighter  than  Dorsett.  The  berries  are  as  at- 
tractive as  those  of  the  Dorsett  variety.  Like  that  of  the  Blake- 
more, the  color  does  not  darken  with  age  while  the  berry  is  on  the 
plant  or  after  picking,  and  it  ripens  evenly  all  over.  In  fact,  in  this 
last  characteristic  it  outranks  most  varieties.  The  flesh  is  light  red 
to  the  center,  firm,  and  juicy.  The  flavor  is  somewhat  acid  and  be- 
tween that  of  the  Dorsett  and  the  Blakemore.  By  many  its  dessert 
quality  is  considered  equal  to  that  of  Dorsett.  Freezing  tests  have 
shown  the  Northstar  to  be  superior  to  most  varieties  for  the  frozen- 
fruit  trade.  It  produces  an  early  to  midseason  berry,  ripening  at 
about  the  same  time  as  Fairfax,  sometimes  slightly  earlier. 

TECHNICAL  DESCRIPTION  OF  FRUIT 

Form,  short,  blunt-conic,  and  wedge-shaped  to  rounded ;  uniform  in 
size,  very  large ;  pubescence  on  stem  slightly  ascending ;  calyx  clasping 
to  reflected,  medium  size;  color  glossy  light  to  medium  red,  does  not 
turn  purplish;  seeds  yellow,  small,  slightly  raised  to  even  with  sur- 
face; ripens  uniformly;  flesh  light  red,  tender,  juicy,  usually  without 
cavity;  shipping  quality  very  good;  flavor  acid,  aromatic;  dessert 
quality  very  good ;  season  second  early  in  Maryland. 

INTRODUCING  THE  VARIETY 

The  Northstar  is  being  introduced  by  cooperating  nurseries.  The 
United  States  Department  of  Agriculture  has  no  plants  for  distribu- 
tion. 
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